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Albion qualify for Champions League! 

 

Powerchair Football takes on Steve Clarke’s coaching staff in fundraising challenge 

ALBION has already qualified for Europe – fact! 

That is because Sporting Club Albion’s (SCA) Powerchair team has booked a place at this 
Summer’s EPFA Power Champions League – the Powerchair equivalent of the UEFA Champions 
League. 

As part of their preparations for the three-day tournament, which kicks off on 26th June 2013, 
they were presented with a unique challenge. 

At Albion’s Barclays Space 4 Sports Community Sports Hall, Halfords Lane, Steve Clarke and his 
coaching staff played the SCA team in a fundraising game of Powerchair Football. 

Head coach Steve lined-up alongside assistants Kevin Keen and Keith Downing and goalkeeping 
coach Dean Kiely in the four-a-side contest. 

The players qualified for the Power Champions League, which will see the top ten teams from 
across battle it out, by finishing runners-up in the WFA National Cup and third place in the WFA 
National Premiership. 

SCA’s France-bound party will comprise of six players and 12 carers and support staff.   
The Foundation are currently trying to raise the £9,000 needed to make the trip happen. 

Captain Chris Gordon gave the WBA coaches a quick coaching session and familiarisation work 
out in the chairs and then it was down to action. 

 

 

 

 

 

The SCA Powerchair team  
showed their class as they  
overwhelmed the Coaches 
and ran out convincing  
6-0 winners in the ten minute 
game. 

 

 

 

 

Rob Lake, Director of The Albion Foundation, commented:  “Steve and the coaches were great 
sports taking part. They were amazed by the skill and pace of our players and could not 
believe how difficult it is. It has massively raised the profile of the team and I know the team 
and the coaches thoroughly enjoyed the experience. As they lost the challenge they are now 
going to donate to the fund which is wonderful gesture. 

Steve has been a great supporter of the Foundation since arriving at the club last summer 
and has taken a keen interest in the disability section, being the guest of honour at last 
September’s disability awards evening. He also recently attended a training session, when he 
was introduced to the powerchair players he will be locking horns with this afternoon” 

Steve commented at the time: “I have been blown away by what I have seen tonight at the 
Foundation. 

I have spent my career working with champions but every person in this room tonight is a 
true champion.” 

Also present at the game was local businessman and Baggies supporter Robert Bache, who has 
made a significant donation to the team. 

Rob Lake added: “Robert came to our recent Worcestershire Fans’ Forum and was extremely 
generous on that evening, donating a raffle prize he won to be auctioned on the night. He 
has since come back with a very generous donation. 

The football club has also made a donation, which we are very grateful for, but we still have 
some way to go to reach the £9,000 figure.” 
 

 

http://thealbionfoundation.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/AMA2155511.jpg
http://thealbionfoundation.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/AMA215553.jpg


 

Olsson makes a surprise visit to Orchard Special School 

 

 

 
The Albion Foundation worked in partnership with both Tameside Primary and Orchard Special 
School during the spring term. 

The project, which was the brainchild of Tameside’s Special Needs Coordinator Yvonne 
Blakemore, runs through the One Albion project, and involves Year 6 students from Tameside 
visiting The Orchard to support the pupils. 

Paul Glover, the coach who runs the project, collects six children from Tameside and takes 
them to The Orchard each week.  The pupils are then paired off and spend half a term in one 
class. 

Yvonne Blakemore explained “It’s all to do with mentoring the children at this school and 
giving the children a chance to work with others less fortunate than themselves, it also helps 
the children to improve their self-esteem.”   

As a reward for the good work of both Tameside and Orchard students they were treated to a 
visit by Albion’s Jonas Olsson who said ”I very much enjoyed my visit, it’s nice to meet both 
staff and kids”, It’s a nice experience and the players get a lot out of it too” 

The project has proved a great way for the students to meet and learn about each other’s 
schools and all participants have thoroughly enjoyed it and staff have been very 
complimentary about how the children have adapted. 

Orchard Inclusion Manager Jan Greenway said: “The children have absolutely loved it. There 
were lots and lots of excitement around the school about him being here.  He’s had lots of 
photographs taken with the pupils, but also with the staff as well. 

Being in Oldbury we’ve got a large contingent of West Bromwich Albion supporters in the 
school, so I had to keep his visit a secret until the day before. It’s really raised morale.” 
 

Sandwell Special Olympics 

The Albion Foundation formed a partnership with Sandwell Special Olympics in October 2010. 
We help to deliver one of their activities they offer to their participants.  As a Foundation we 
were delighted to be given the opportunity to work closely with Special Olympics participants 
to deliver football. During the start of the project, we as a footballing club, decided to run a 12 
week pilot, this was to see if the outcomes of the 12 weeks would be successful. Football was a 
weakness for Sandwell Special Olympics and needed to be reinforced by using professional 
coaches to deliver to encourage participation. The partnership turned out to be successful and 
we now run a weekly training session seeing over 25 participants with a mix of both genders.  

The weekly training sessions are 
held at St Michaels High School, 
every Friday 4.15-5.15pm. The 
structures of the session are split 
into two halves based on 
participant’s ability. 

The participants who we coach over 
the training period are aged 
between 20-30 years, and come 
from The Albion Foundation, 
Special Olympics and Options for 
Life. The majority of our 
participants attend the Options for 
Life day centre scheme and also 
attend a lot of activities which 
Special Olympics deliver. 

Over the past few years the number of participants who we see has grown, and the 
participant’s ability has progressed into a competitive nature which led us as coaches to form 
three teams. 

The teams are split into ability, Special Olympics A (more abled) Special Olympics B (less abled) 
and Special Olympics girls (mixed ability). Special Olympics A and Special Olympics B teams 
have been involved in two competitions which were hosted by Special Olympics GB and took 
place at Perry Barr Goals. Both teams finished second in their group, which we were very 
proud as it was their first competition. Special Olympics girls were also involved in their first 
ever competition which was held at Aston Villa Training Dome, we were also delighted to see 
them enjoy the competition as well as the boys. As a Foundation we are delighted to announce 
to all the Special Olympics teams and Special Olympics GB that we are hosting a Special 
Olympics tournament event at the West Bromwich Albion Academy Dome, which will take 
place on the 21

st
 July 2013. 
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Sporting Club Albion Season Review 
 

This season has again been a very successful season for SCA across all impairment teams. All 
teams have seen new recruits join the club and this is something that we are trying to 
encourage more of next season to increase our numbers and give more disabled athletes the 
chance to progress through the disabled football player pathway. Not only has the club seen 
new players but there have been several new coaches recruited which have all brought new 
ideas to the club in the way they coach. 

B1 Blind Centre of Excellence: After winning the double last season this season was always 
going to be a tough season with Worcester Blind FC and RNC Bulls want to knock SCA off the 
top slot. Again the DBA National Blind league was very competitive with teams beating each 
other and the standard of the games were yet again very high. Unfortunately this wasn’t to be 
our season and we missed out by five points with Worcester regaining their title from two 
seasons ago. Darren Harris our very own international striker did again come away with the 
Golden Boot scoring 15 goals throughout the season earning him a recall to the England squad.  

Powerchair Football Teams:  This season we again had 2 teams competing in the WFA National 
Premiership and 4 teams competing in the Greater Midlands Regional League. The number of 
teams that we have shows how the sport is constantly growing and the demand for the game 
is ever increasing. Starting off with our National League teams the club have again shown other 
teams from across the country that SCA are a force to be reckoned with.  The season is now  
over, the A team finished 3

rd
 and the  B team 9

th
 out of the 12 team strong division. 

Within the Greater Midlands Regional League we have 2 teams in the Premiership and the 
Championship. This season was a huge success as SCA not only managed to win each league 
but also claim runners up in each league. For our development teams in the championship 
division this was a great accolade for them and just shows how hard they work each week and 
how committed they are to the sport and the club.  

Visually Impaired: After winning the 2
nd

 Division of the BBS National Futsal League last season 
it was always going to be a tough ask this season in the 1

st
 Division especially with a number of 

playing being unable to commit to training due to work or education commitments. Having 
recruited a new manager in Adam Naylor and 4 new players the lads still didn’t manage to gain 
much momentum and unfortunately finished bottom of the division but however some great 
performances were displayed. Having had a tough season the BBS National Cup was a good 
chance for them to show the other teams how we can play and this was done as the team 
finished 3

rd
 in the competition at Hereford.  

 

Player Profile 

 

Full Name: Amy Michelle Wharton 

DOB: 28/10/86 

Disability: Spinal Muscular Atrophy 

Preferred Shirt Number: 7 

SCA Debut: July 2008 

Most Memorable SCA moment:  
Playing in The WFA Cup Final in 2012 against Northern Thunder 

What does playing for SCA mean to you?  
I feel proud and privileged to represent SCA week in week out, playing the game I love!  

What is your next goal/target within PWCH football?  
To have a successful Champion's League tournament and be picked for England trials  

 
 


